Ignacio Acosta
Born in Valparaiso, Chile, 1976
Website | Vimeo

Artist and researcher working with photography and video in territories under pressure from extractive
industries. His multi-layered collaborative practice and spatial installations seek to connect audiences
with these complex but critical concerns.

Current positions
2022-26  Post-doctorate
Indigenous perspectives on forest fires, drought and climate change: Sapmi
Centre for Multidisciplinary Studies on Racism (CEMFOR), Uppsala University, Sweden

2022-24 Research Fellowship
Solid Water, Frozen Time, Future Justice: Photography and Mining in the Andean Glacier
(Frozen Future) Royal College of Arts (RCA) / University of Brighton, UK

Professional networks
Traces of Nitrate | Global Indigenous Arts Network | Temporal School of Experimental Geography

Education

2012-17 Ph.D The copper geographies of Chile and Britain: a photographic study of mining
Faculty of Arts, University of Brighton, UK

2007-09  MA Photography, University of Brighton, UK

1998-03 BA (Hons) Graphic Design. Universidad Finis Terrae, Santiago, Chile

Collections

Ajtte Museum, Sweden; Fundacion FAVA, Chile; Hasselblad Foundation, Sweden; taznia Center for
Contemporary Art, Poland; Musées Cantonaux de Vaud, Switzerland; Museo de la Solidaridad Salvador
Allende (MSSA), Chile; Victoria & Albert Museum (V&A), UK

Awards

2022 Indigenous perspectives on forest fires, drought and climate change: Sapmi
Swedish Research Council for Sustainable Development (FORMAS), Sweden

2022 Frozen Future, Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), UK

2020 ZF Art Foundation Scholarship, Friedrichshafen, Germany

2019 Tales from the Crust, Arts Council England, UK

2017-18 Drone Vision, Hasselblad Foundation / Valand Academy, Gothenburg, Sweden
2018 British Council, Santiago, Chile

2017 Traces of Nitrate follow On, AHRC

2012-16 Doctoral Award Traces of Nitrate, AHRC

Works

2023 From Mars to Venus: Activism of the Future | Link to video

2022 Inverting the Monolith | Teaser | Link to German version | French version
2022 Hygegia Watches Over Us | Link to video

2020 Archaeology of Sacrifice | Teaser | Link to video

2019 Tales from the Crust | Link to video | | video |l | video llI

2018 Litte ja Goabdda [Drones and Drums] | Teaser | Link to video

2017 Trafficking the Earth

2012-16  Copper Geographies
2014-16 Mapping Domeyko | Link to video | | video Il

Artist residencies

[2023] Mein ABC ist elementar, Sitterwerk Foundation, St Gallen, Switzerland
2020 La Becque, La Tour-de-Peilz, Switzerland

2017-18 Serlachius Residency, Mantta-Vilppulan, Finland

Solo exhibitions
2022 Inverting the Monolith, Musée des beaux-arts (MBAL), Le Locle, Switzerland
2020 Archaeology of Sacrifice, ZF Art Foundation Guest, Zeppelin Museum, Germany



http://ignacioacosta.com/
https://vimeo.com/user5776281
https://www.cemfor.uu.se/research-projects/indigenous-perspectives-on-forest-fires--drought-and-climate-change/
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/secp/2022/07/05/research-frozen-future-making-connections-with-anti-extractivist-researchers-and-activists/
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/secp/2022/07/05/research-frozen-future-making-connections-with-anti-extractivist-researchers-and-activists/
https://tracesofnitrate.org/
https://www.globalindigenousarts.net/
https://tsoeg.org/
https://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.715733
http://ignacioacosta.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Application-2021-04-11-Acosta.pdf
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FV00915X%2F1
https://zf-kunststiftung.com/en/fine-arts/stipendiaten/
http://ignacioacosta.com/tales-from-the-crust
https://www.hasselbladfoundation.org/en/portfolio_page/drone-vision/
https://www.mssa.cl/exposicion/litte-ja-goabdda-drones-y-tambores/
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FR001391%2F1
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FI021671%2F1
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FI021671%2F1
https://www.zeppelin-museum.de/en/exhibitions/ausstellung?id=185
https://vimeo.com/830787555/e033b71919?share=copy
http://ignacioacosta.com/inverting-the-monolith
https://vimeo.com/771953303?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/760107546/e6cbeccc93
https://vimeo.com/760107424/96f7fa97c9
http://ignacioacosta.com/hygeia-watches-over-us
https://vimeo.com/730916373/29f4fa37f9
http://ignacioacosta.com/archaeolgy-of-sacrifice
https://vimeo.com/540178435?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/457213405/2a88060540
http://ignacioacosta.com/tales-from-the-crust
https://vimeo.com/364476230?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/346366183?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/417265237?share=copy
http://ignacioacosta.com/drones-drums
https://vimeo.com/390953470?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/286939337/7afe3da301
https://tracesofnitrate.org/2017-Trafficking-the-Earth
http://ignacioacosta.com/copper-geographies
http://ignacioacosta.com/mapping-domeyko
https://vimeo.com/284928487?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/284920741/528612c2a4?share=copy
https://www.sitterwerk.ch/De/Event/688/Mein_ABC_ist
https://labecque.ch/en/archive/#ignacio-acosta
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https://www.mbal.ch/expo/ignacio-acosta/
http://ignacioacosta.com/archaeolgy-of-sacrifice
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Tales from the Crust, Arts Catalyst, London, UK

Drones y Tambores, Museo de la Solidaridad Salvador Allende, Santiago, Chile
Litte ja goabdda, Ajtte Museum, Jahkkemé&hkke, Sweden

Coquimbo & Swansea, National Waterfront Museum, Swansea, Wales

Group exhibitions
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Mining Photography, Gewerbemuseum Winterthur, Switzerland

Image Ecology, C/O Berlin, Germany

Into the Deep: Mines of the Future, Zeppelin Museum Friedrichshafen, Germany
Sacré Mormont, Palais de la Rumine, Lausanne, Switzerland

All That Is Solid Melts Into Water, Kunsthalle Oslo, Norway

Paisaje | Experiencia | Produccién: Fotografia y Territorios Productivos en Chile
(2000-2020), MAC, Santiago, Chile

Mining Photography, KunstHaus Wien, Austria

Mining Photography, Museum fiir Kunst und Gewerbe Hamburg, Germany

Ewiges Eis, Museum Sinclair Haus, Germany

Intersectional Geographies, Martin Parr Foundation, Bristol, UK

Fotonoviembre 2021, Tenerife Photography Bienale, Spain

Salut au Monde!, Porto PhotoBiennial, Portugal

The Climate Emergency in 50 Rounds, Fotobokfestival Oslo, Norway

Embrasser des espaces infinis, Geneva, Switzerland

Manniskans natur, Vasterbottens Museum, Umea, Sweden

Trafficking the Earth, Centre for Art and Nature (CDAN), Huesca, Spain

Social Summit for Climate: Beyond COP25, Universidad Complutense, Madrid, Spain
The Limits of the Earth, Bienal de Artes Mediales de Santiago, Chile

Game of Drones. About unmanned flying objects, Zeppelin Museum, Germany
Drone Vision: Surveillance, Warfare, Protest, Hasselblad Centre, Gothenburg, Sweden
Mapping Domeyko, Laznia Centre for Contemporary Art, Gdansk, Poland

Traces of Nitrate, Museo de Arte Contemporaneo (MAC) Parque Forestal, Santiago, Chile

Conferences, symposiums, workshops
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2019
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2019
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+/- 1632m: Disturbing the Swiss/African Commons, Collegium Helveticum, Switzerland

In the Brine, Royal College of Arts, UK

Samtal: Ecological Resistance and Colonial Legacies, Uppsala Museum, Sweden

Symposium on artistic research in a time of change, Swedish Research Council, Luled, Sweden
Alternative Hafenrundfahrt, Museum fir Kunst und Gewerbe Hamburg, Germany

Conference: Collaborative Visual Research, University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Equal treatment seminar - Indigenous perspectives: Sapmi, Valand Academy, Sweden
Trafficking the Earth: Photography, Communities, and Extractivism, Birkbeck, University of London
Cultural Ecology seminar, UCL Antropocene Centre, London, UK

Violence, Aesthetics, Anthropocenes: Colonialism, Racism, Extractivism,

London School of Economics (LSE), UK

Landscape, Experience, Production, Universidad de Chile, Chile

Arts contemporains & anthropocéne, Musée d'art moderne Saint-Etienne, France

Drone Ecologies, University of Bristol, UK

Thinking with Macarena Gomez-Batrris, Research Centre for Material Culture, The Netherlands
Keynote: Ignacio Acosta and Anna Santomauro, Manchester School of Art, UK

Radical Imagination, Social Art Network, UK

Open Studios, La Becque, La-Tour-de-Peilz, Switzerland

Assembly: Extractable Matters, University of Westminster, London, UK

Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) Conference, University of Waikato,
Hamilton, Aotearoa/New Zealand

Decolonising the Nuclear, Goldsmiths University, London, UK

Extractive Violence between Europe and Latin America, Arts Catalyst, UK

Practice Declares: Presenting attitudes from professional and cultural practice to the Climate &
Ecology Emergency, London Metropolitan University, UK

Ritos de Tambores: Resistencias en el mundo Sami y Mapuche, Museo de la Solidaridad Salvador
Allende, Santiago, Chile

Book Launch & Signing, The Photographers’ Gallery, London, UK

The Photocaptionist + Copper Geographies = Ignacio Acosta & Federica Chiocchetti, Sala de
Magquinas, Santiago, Chile
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https://mamc.saint-etienne.fr/en/node/1063
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https://inprogress.mmu.ac.uk/event/in-conversation-ignacio-acosta-arts-catalyst/
https://socialartnetwork.org/
https://labecque.ch/en/archive/#open-studios
http://ignacioacosta.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/naisa-booklet-web-version.pdf
http://m-a-r-s.online/sessions/decolonising-the-nuclear-public-lecture-and-research-workshop
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Drone Vision Seminar, Hasselblad Foundation, Sweden

The Copenhagen Landscape Lectures, Copenhagen University, Denmark

Mutating Ecologies in Contemporary Art: Matter, Ethics and Subjectivity symposium, MACBA,
Barcelona, Spain

Cobre y Hierro: Materialidad v Visualidad, Universitat de Barcelona, Spain

Serlachius Museums, Mantta-Vilppulan, Finland

Conflicted minerals and artistic practices workshop, Arts Catalyst, London, UK

Copper Geographies, National Waterfront Museum, Swansea, Wales, UK

Landscapes of Abandonment roundtable, Birkbeck University, UCL, London

Visualidad, Materialidad y Mineria (Visuality, Materiality and Mining) symposium, Museo de Arte
Contemporaneo, Santiago, Chile

Publications
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2022
2021
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2020
2020
2019

2019
2018
2018
2018
2017
2017
2017

2015
2015

Reviews
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2018
2018

Mining Photography, Spector Books: Leipzig

Art and Climate Change (World of Art), Thames&Hudson: London

Drone Vision: Warfare, Surveillance, Protest, Art and Theory, Gothenburg

Mining and Resistance in Fennoscandia, Yes to Life No to Mining

Arts contemporains et anthropocéne, Hernann: France

Photographie contemporaine & anthropocéne, Filigranes Editions: Latvia

El Cuarto Mundo, Bienal de Artes Mediales, Santiago

Missing Words for Considering Stones, Rocks, Pebbles and Mountains: A Vocabulary of Proximity,
Stone Statements Editions: Geneva

Interactions Magazine, UK

Archaeology of Sacrifice, modo Verlag: Freiburg

Games of Drone exhibition catalogue, Zeppelin Museum Friedrichshafen: Germany
"Trafficking the Earth: Documents on Nitrate, Copper and Capitalism” in Transformations Journal,
Southern Cross University: Australia

Litte ja Goabdda, Museo de la Solidaridad Salvador Allende: Chile

Copper Geographies, Editorial RM: Barcelona/Mexico

Trafficking the Earth exhibition catalogue. Intuitive Editions/Editorial Gronefot: London
Mapping Domeyko exhibition catalogue, Laznia Centre for Contemporary Art, Gdask, Poland
Coquimbo & Swansea, Intuitive Projects: London

Miss Chuguicamata, the Slag, Intuitive Projects: London

The Copper Geographies of Britain and Chile: A Photographic Study of Mining,

PhD thesis, University of Brighton

Copper Geographies, Noorderlicht Festival exhibition catalogue, The Netherlands

Urban Gating in Chile — Chuquicamata: a corporate mining town: ‘bounded territory within a
territory in Samer Bagaeen, Ola Uduku (eds.) Beyond Gated Communities, Routledge

Burlington Contemporary, UK
Artishock, Chile

Schwaébische, Germany
Sudkurier GmbH, Germany
Vasterbotten museum, Sweden
De Correspondent, The Netherlands
e-lur, Spain

Artishock, Chile

e-flux Criticism, USA

Burlinton Contemporaries, UK
We Make Money No Art, UK
Co-Curate Magazine, France
Trans—sfer, Switzerland
Panorama, Spain

Tank Magazine, UK

Artishok, Chile

Fototazo, Colombia
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